
 

E-NEWSLETTER OF THE CHICAGO, ROCK ISLAND 
AND PACIFIC RAILROAD 

ISSUE NUMBER 16          JULY, 2017 

COVER PHOTO: ROCK ISLAND TROOP TRAIN DURING WORLD WAR I. Photo 
provided by Louis Marre. 
Perhaps a Rock Island themed Centennial observance of the US entry into the Great War is in 
order.  The attachment has no information with it (an original postcard negative) but the flags 
everywhere and the crowd at the depot and the general atmosphere suggest to me that those 
are recruits going off to the War.  Probably summer of 1917 - not enough foliage for early April 
- and probably somewhere in Iowa.  Had been recently scanned and here we are at the 
Centenary, so I thought of the newsletter.   Regards - Louis Marre 
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SEPTEMBER 23, 2017 - FALL MEETING OF THE IOWA 
CHAPTER NRHS - WEST LIBERTY IOWA
From : Dave Kroeger
Date: Sun, June 18, 2017 12:17 pm
To: "RIR Editor" <editor@rockislandreporter.com>

The Fall Meeting of the Iowa Chapter NRHS will be held Saturday September 23 at the 
former Rock Island Depot at West Liberty Iowa starting at 9am. 

For more details contact President Dave Kroeger. davekroeger40@gmail.com 
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3. NEW PRODUCTS: 
  

NEW RI DECALS FROM GARY GROAT 

Date: Mon,  June 5, 2017 12:24 am 
To: "Tom Brugman" <tbrug@aol.com> 

I have the 2nd run of the 2 sheet set of my ROCK ISLAND DELIVERY SET OF 
DECALS IN HO SCALE BY MICROSCALE AT $12 PER SET ( EACH SET HAS 2 
SHEETS (FOR ALL UNITS DELIVERED IN BLACK).  I will attach photos of the set as 
well as sample diesels I've done using it. Shipping is media mail and runs $2.00 for up 
to 4 sets   Thanks in advance….. 

Gary Groat, 2119 Hayes 
Ave., Ames,, Iowa 50010 
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……………….. 
MASK ISLAND DECALS 

Please to announce new Rock Island Decal 87-343 Ortner covered gondola . Look 
under freight car decals. 

Please visit my web site: http://www.maskislanddecals.com   

Also listed under atlas is several Rock Island locomotives all equipped with DCC and 
Sound.  Mask Island Decals Inc. pays the shipping. 
Hubert Mask 

Mask Island Decals is pleased to announce that new product added to web site 
maskislanddecals.com   

Atlas GP7 with DCC Lok sound 10 002 046    Rock Island 1208 number red and yellow 
paint scheme.  Price 209.00     Free shipping in the US. 

My old web site has a complete overhaul for your easy navigation and check out.  We 
now take PayPal. 

Thank you 
Hubert Mask 
Mask Island Decals Inc. 

……………….. 
1925 ROCK ISLAND (CRI&P and CRI&G) GENERAL ROSTER BOOK 

*** STILL AVAILABLE! *** 
1925 ROCK ISLAND (CRI&P and CRI&G) GENERAL ROSTER BOOK.   
300-PAGE BOUND VOLUME reprint.  
  
*Individual numbers* and detailed statistics shown for each type of equipment as 
follows: Steam Locomotives, Motor cars, Passenger cars ,Freight cars, MofW 
equipment, Stations, Shops, Engine houses, Turntables, Coaling stations, Stock yards, 
Junctions/Interchanges, Personnel ...and MORE.   
A wealth of fascinating information.  You will not be disappointed! 
300 pages:  $12 + $2.50 postage (lower 48).   
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Please email to <PHunnell@yahoo.com> for simple ordering info and/or request 
to see sample pages.   

…………….. 

 
3. THE BLUE STROBE LIGHTS CONTINUED 

ROCK ISLAND HISTORY: THE STORY BEHIND THE DES MOINES 
YARD ENGINE WITH BLUE STROBE LIGHTS BY MICK BURKART AND 
HAROLD KREWER 

FIRST: MICK BURKART 
Date: Fri, March 31, 2017 10:12 pm 
To: editor@rockislandreporter.com 

Tom, 
I can probably shed some light on the blue strobe lights on Des Moines Yard Engine 
question in the April 2017 Rock Island Reporter. 

I was Assistant Division Superintendent at Des Moines when the strobe lights were 
installed.  President John Ingram had recently visited Des Moines and stayed overnight 
on his business car.  We placed the car in an isolated location so that he was not 
bothered by the switching noise on the west lead.  The next morning, he was highly 
agitated as he did not see a locomotive move all night long.  (This was by design).  
Shortly after this visit, word came down that Ingram wanted strobe lights installed on the 
yard engines so that he could see them moving when he was in town.  Some time later, 
I found out from the mechanical department that Ingram insisted that they would be blue 
(his favorite color).  The day of the great reveal finally came.  That morning I received a 
call from the Local Chairman for the Carmen's union.  He stated that if we uncovered 
these strobes and operated a locomotive in the yard with a blue light on it, he was 
ordering his car-men out of the yard.  With the recent blue signal regulations if effect, he 
stated it was unsafe to have his car-men in the yard.  I informed the roundhouse to hold 
off on uncovering the blue strobe.  Enroute to the yard from the airport with VPO W. C. 
Hoenig, I relayed the conversation I had with the Local Chairman and my instructions to 
the roundhouse not to uncover the strobe lights.  Judging by his reaction, I felt my 
employment status was a matter of hours and I then instructed the roundhouse to 
uncover the strobe.  The locomotive operated down to a grade crossing where public 
relations had television and newspaper coverage to see the high visibility blue strobe on 
the locomotive and a speech on how it would improve grade crossing safety.  At the 

mailto:PHunnell@yahoo.com?subject=Rock%20Island%20Reporter
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conclusion of this event, the locomotive went back to the roundhouse where the strobe 
light was removed never to be seen again. 

Mick Burkart 

[Great story Mick, and thanks for sharing it.  I never did get to work for the Rock, 
but did with NS, and I can tell you the same kind of thing went on there as well.  
Railroads are railroads. Tom] 

MORE ON THE BLUE STROBE LIGHT INCIDENT FROM HAROLD KREWER 

Subject: Answers to questions in Issue 15 
From: "Harold Krewer" 
Date: Sat, April 1, 2017 11:19 pm 
To: "editor@rockislandreporter.com" <editor@rockislandreporter.com> 

In regard to the item about the blue strobe lights, I have seen photos of this installation, 
consisting of two blue "gumball"-type flashers mounted on a metal bracket, not unlike 
the light bar on a police cruiser. 

I have a photo of GP38-2 4300 with said installation taken at Short Line Yard in Des 
Moines in 1978 and have also seen photos on an SW-type loco as well.  I am attaching 
the photo of the 4300 for your personal viewing, but be warned it is NOT my photo, I 
found this on the internet and I do NOT have the rightful photographer's name, nor do I 
have the right to let you print it. Be governed accordingly. 

[Link to the photo by Ryan R / Jim R on railpictures.net that Harold is referring to:     
http://www.railpictures.net/photo/214206/ ] 

There were also a couple of other locos that were spotted with these lights, at least one 
of them being a 1340-series GP18 (perhaps 1341?) which was mentioned in an issue of 
Frank White's railfan publication MIDWESTERN RAILS. I'm not sure they all existed at 
the same time and it may have been only a couple of light sets that got swapped around 
for testing. 

Anyway, the popular story that circulated amongst the employees (take it for what it's 
worth) is these blue strobes were the brainchild of RI President John Ingram. Other 
railroads were experimenting with strobes and flashers for better grade-crossing 
visibility and Ingram thought using the blue strobes would not only be effective but also 
very distinctive, telling everyone this was "THE ROCK" coming through! 

As you might expect, there was a reason no other railroad used blue strobe lights: 
because FRA regulations stipulate blue lights and flags protect mechanical workers on, 
under or about the train. Every U.S. railroad, including the Rock Island, had that rule in 

http://railpictures.net
http://www.railpictures.net/photo/214206/
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their book. A train with a blue light displayed must not be moved under ANY 
circumstances and the story goes that was exactly what the first Engineer to come upon 
one of these units with the strobes activated quickly pointed out and refused to move it 
one inch. 

I don't know if they were ever able to circumvent this by getting a waiver from the FRA 
or issuing a General Order or other directive, but the whole project died rather quickly 
and quietly. 

Can't say if there was more to it than that, but the scenario is plausible and it IS a darn 
good story! The irony of this having been Ingram's idea (who prior to coming to the RI 
had been head of the FRA) makes it all the more interesting, but you have to wonder if 
he really WAS that clueless.... 

Keep up the good work, 

Harold Krewer 
Causing More Problems Than He Solves Since 1961 

 
 

4. THE ROCK ISLAND REGIMENT IN WORLD WAR I 

Subject: Fwd: Rock Island Railway Regiment 
From: "Kent & Alice Van Landuyt" 
Date: Fri, April 28, 2017 12:14 pm 
To: "Tom Brugman" <editor@rockislandreporter.com> 

Tom 

A local Eldon Missouri historian came across this article in the Eldon Missouri 
newspaper, Aug 9, 1917 edition regarding Companies A & B of the Rock Island Railway 
Regiment of U.S. troops arriving in France. Purpose appears to be education women 
about railway service. 

Does any know about this? Was Company A & B is based in Eldon, Missouri or in 
someplace in Iowa or elsewhere? What was the connection to the Rock Island RR. In 
reading the article, one could wonder if other railroads were involved. 

Any information would be helpful for our local Miller Co Historical Society. They are 
developing as much as possible about local people in the military and also about the 
Rock Island RR. 
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Maybe a reader of the newsletter would have info. 

Second Item:  Rock Island RR right of way through our central Missouri area is pretty 
much cleared and in good condition. It is still privately owned and has *No Trespassing 
*signs up. Hopefully the official transfer to the State of Missouri Parks can be soon and 
then become open for public. Note: you are *not* allowed to get on it at this time. 

Tom, we really enjoy your news letter - keep up the good work. 

Kent Van Landuyt 
Eldon, MO 

Here are the header of the article and the section of the article about the companies that 
went to France.  The source is the Eldon Advertiser, August9, 1917.  Thanks for any 
help! 

 

Kent, 

The following article appeared in Railway Review, March 15, 1919. The Thirteenth 
Engineering Regiment consisted of US railroad employees, including many Rock Island 
volunteers.  Their bravery helped win the First World War in 1919. 
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The training of women to perform railroad jobs referred to in your article probably refers 
to schools in the US.  Like the second world war, women filled in for the positions 
vacated by the departing soldiers.  The full function of the Railroad Engineering 
Regiment is best described in the following Railway Review article from 1919. 

Hope you find this useful. 
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5. PHOTO GALLERY - RI 630 AND RI 652 IN BOTH MISSOURI 
AND IOWA 

Photos in Missouri by Charles Childs, and in Manly IA by Merlyn Lauber. 
 

Photo by Charles Childs at Mid American Car in Kansas City, MO, May 2017  
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Three photos by Charles Childs at Mid American Car in Kansas City, MO, May 2017  
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Three photos by Charles Childs at Mid American Car in Kansas City, MO, May 2017  
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Three photos by Charles Childs at Mid American Car in Kansas City, MO, April, 2017  
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Three Photos by Merlyn Lauber at Manly, IA, June, 2017  
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Photo by Merlyn Lauber at Manly, IA, June, 2017  

 

  
6. ROCK ISLAND FANS AND PHOTO SECTION 

SWEDEN 

 
ARKANSAS 
 

CALIFORNIA 

ROCK ISLAND 4750 CU COVERED HOPPER PS-2 BRAKE 
EQUIPMENT 

From: "Tom Brugman tbrug@aol.com 
Date: Mon, May 22, 2017 3:40 pm 
To: RITSlist@yahoogroups.com 
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Tony, 

Looking at the 1980 "ROCK" Owned Freight car diagram book, I'm only seeing one 
series of 4750 cu covered hoppers.  Looks like the original car numbers were RI 
132250-132749, renumbered ROCK 632250-632749, and in this 1980 inventory, there 
was only one car left: ROCK 632374.  

Built 1973, brake details as follows: 
Body brake- AB 10-12 
Empty and Load Brake equipment- 
132250-132699 WABCO SCI 
132700-132749 ELLCON NATL model 4900 
Hand brake- AAR CERT Vert Whl Non Spin 
Truck- S-2-C 

Don't see any further detail on the diagram.  

Hope this helps.  

Tom Brugman 

> On May 22, 2017, at 11:01 AM, [RITSlist]  wrote: 

I'm not sure about the technical aspects of this, but based upon photos I have seen I 
believe that the RI 4750 hoppers from 1973 has a WABCO device to detect if the car 
was loaded or not.  There is a small reservoir on the B end located to the side with 3/8" 
or so plumbing.  Based upon WABCO information they did have detection devices.  
There might also be a part of this attached to the truck. 

Does anyone know more about this and how to model this?  Tank size, mounting 
bracket, plumbing? 
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COLORADO 

FORNEY ROCK ISLAND CABOOSE GIVEN TO ROCKY MOUNTAIN HERITAGE 
SOCIETY 

From: "Jim Jordan" <grafspee40@yahoo.com> 
Date: Sat, April 15, 2017 12:28 pm 
To:"Thomas J. Brugman" <editor@rockislandreporter.com> 

Good morning Dave and Tom; 
Through a somewhat complicated situation, we have been given the "Rock Island' 
caboose, which has been at Forney's for a number of years.We need to move it off the 
property within the month to make way for a 1945 build, D&RGW caboose which will 
occupy the "Rocks" space.In turn we intend to move the caboose to an undisclosed 
location in south Denver and begin restoration of it. We have searched the records that 
Forney's has and looked all over the caboose and cannot find what number it was 
issued. Any idea? 
Once the caboose is restored it is our intent to move it to Calhan on permanent loan at 
the railroad station; which we are trying to restore. We will update you on our progress. I 
am sending you a file on photos of the caboose which were taken by our society 
photographer, enjoy.Best wishes for a great Easter. 

Sincerely, 
Jim JordanRocky Mountain Railroad Heritage Society 
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ILLINOIS  

NEWS: FIRE DESTROYS HISTORIC ROCK ISLAND STATION 
Link to the WGN9 story on the destruction of the Morgan Park station in Illinois: 

http://wgntv.com/2017/05/28/fire-destroyed-historic-train-station/ 

  

……………….. 

A ROCK ISLAND FAMILY 

From: "John Hodson" 
Date:Tue, January 3, 2017 5:51 pm 
To:"'RIR Editor'" <editor@rockislandreporter.com> 

Tom: 

Of the four grandsons who worked for railroads, I am the only one who did not work for 
the Rock Island; the reason was not for lack of want or for lack of applications. Traffic 
was down and the Rock Island was reluctant to hire anyone for any position at the time 
(1962, 63 & 64). While I had family connections on the once upon a time Burlington, 
Cedar Rapids & Northern, I ended up on the Chicago & NorthWestern which held me in 
good stead after I returned from active duty in the Marine Corps in 1974, relocating to 
the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe in 1975 from which I retired. 

Cordially, 
John Hodson 

http://wgntv.com/2017/05/28/fire-destroyed-historic-train-station/
mailto:editor@rockislandreporter.com
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……………….. 
"LAST" ROCK ISLAND ENGINEER CONTENDER 

From: "Harold Krewer" 
Date: Sat, April 1, 2017 11:19 pm 
To: editor@rockislandreporter.com 

Tom, 

Thanks again for another interesting issue of Rock Island Reporter! In reading through 
the articles I found a couple of items I might be able to shed more light on: 

I'm not sure what the full discussion on the "last" Rock Island Engineer was about, but I 
can tell you there is at least one former Rock Island Engineer still working today on the 
Iowa Interstate and (AFAIK) he is their last remaining former RI employee. 

Edward P. Brown of Utica, IL was in either the last or next-to-last Engineer training class 
on the Rock Island and was promoted to Engineer in 1979 at the age of 20. After 
shutdown he was out of railroading for a while, then was hired by the RTA to work as a 
tower operator. While not one of their original hires in 1984, Ed did make his way to the 
IAIS and has been in Train & Engine service there ever since. 

Ed is currently No. 1 on the IAIS seniority roster and holds the Engineer's slot on the 
day Bureau switcher (BUSW), on duty at 0900 Mon.-Fri. 

BTW, Ed and I grew up a couple blocks apart in Utica (MP 94) and we both spent many 
a summer day watching the action through town and pestering the switch engine crew 
for rides 

.……………….. 
NEW READER WANTS LOAF-OF-BREAD PLOW IN N SCALE 

From:    "Jeffery Holmes Brown" 
Date:    Thu, January 19, 2017 11:26 pm 
To:      Editor@rockislandreporter.com 

Hi Thomas, 
Thank you for continuing on with all the hard work!!!  A friend, Jeff Roe, recently turned 
me on to the RI Reporter. I'm so very happy something positive has come from the 
ashes of the RITS! 

mailto:editor@rockislandreporter.com?subject=RIR%20%2316
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I am currently building an N scale model loosely interpreting the Amarillo to Tucumcari 
route during the transitional period. Both my parents are from Pecos, TX., and I was 
born in Tulia, TX.; just south of Amarillo.  I am so sorry not to have gotten in early 
enough to vote on the 'bread-loaf' tenders in N Scale. I would love to have one/two of 
those!!! 

Please include me with any notices. I LOVE the new e-publication. Keep up all of the 
good work. 

Sincerely, 
Jeffery Holmes Brown 
River Forest, IL. (right on the old C&NW line, above the ProvisoYard) 

 
INDIANA 

 
IOWA 

ROCK ISLAND COLLECTION FOR SALE 
From: "Csukk3" <csukk3@aol.com> 
Date: Sun, June 25, 2017 4:14 pm 
To: editor@rockislandreporter.com 

Hi Tom - I need to change the ad for the July issue regarding my selling my entire Rock 
Island collection. I have sold a lot of it already.  New ad please: 

I am selling my entire Rock Island Railroad Collection.  I have employee magazines, 
annual reports, time tables, all kinds of paper items, china, silverware, 1 "O" scale - 1 
"N" scale - 3 "HO" scale wood display cases with  plexiglass sliding doors. RITS annual 
pictures framed made for conventions each year, Colleen Carson framed  pictures, and 
other Rock Island,  Burlington Northern, and Soo Line framed pictures. NoraJean 
Csukker, 319 296-2153, 2853 Cedar Terrace Drive,Waterloo, IA 50702 

Please let me know address donation needs to be sent to so I can get that done.  When 
will this issue come out so I am sure to be prepared to be home for calls. Thank You.  
NoraJean 

[My address is on the last page of this newsletter, right by my picture.  Please 
make checks payable to Thomas Brugman.  Any amount is appreciated to help 
defer costs. In 2016 my unreimbursed out of pocket costs exceeded $400.00] 

……………….. 

RE CONDITIONED ROCK ISLAND E-8 and E-6 IN MANLY IA 

mailto:editor@rockislandreporter.com?subject=RIR%20%2316
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From: Merlyn Lauber 
Date:Fri, June 30, 2017 5:39 pm 
To: "Tom Brugman" <tbrug@aol.com> 

Hi Tom, 

I was just thinking that I should have sent you a couple of pictures of the Rock Island E 
Units that are here on the Iowa Northern in Waterloo, Iowa.  Didn't think about it till 
today, but Dan Sabin has them here and I have several good shots of them in the yard. 

Merlyn Lauber 
[Following four photos by Merlyn Lauber in Manly, IA 2017] 

………………..
1909 - SHOPS ON THE ROCK ISLAND SYSTEM ARE CLOSED 
From: James Rueber 
To: RIRocket@att.net  
Sent: Wednesday, April 19, 2017 9:11 PM 
Subject: ALL ROCK ISLAND SHOPS CLOSED 

TIMES-REPUBLICAN 
Marshalltown, Iowa 
January 29, 1909. 

Temporary Shutdown Along Entire Rock Island System. 
Davenport, Iowa Jan 29, 1909 

All the shops on the Rock Island System are closed.     

Notices were posted Wednesday night to the effect that the men need not return to work 
until next Monday.    

The shops are located at Silvis, Chicago, Cedar Rapids, Valley Junction, Horton, Kan., 
Chickasaw, I.T., and Shawnee, Okla.  At Silvis there are about 1,000 men employed in 
the shop of the company.  Many of these are residents of Davenport.  The only 
explanation made by the company for the temporary suspension of operations over the 
entire system is to curtail expenses.    

Closing of the shops for three days will mean a saving of at least $150,000 to the 
company, it was explained by a railroad man.   The end.    

James Rueber 

mailto:RIRocket@att.net?subject=RIR
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………………..
ROCK ISLAND MEET IN CEDAR FALLS IOWA 

Subject: Report on Our March Meet 
From: Merlyn Lauber 
Date:Tue, June 6, 2017 12:33 am 
To: "Brugman, Tom" <editor@rockislandreporter.com> 

Hi Tom, 

The Rock Island Railroad Meet in Cedar Falls, Iowa on March 25, 2017 went very well 
with about 100 fans from around Iowa and surrounding states attending.  The swap 
meet vendors were well supplied with Rock Island memorabilia and models of all 
scales.  Sales were brisk and the customers were pleased with their purchases.  We 
had a number of great displays of Rock Island China, Silver, Locks and Lanterns and 
HO and O Scale models.  Photos enclosed. 

For a program we showed some local movies and slides of the Rock Island.  
 program included slides from 1968 to the early 1970's of an Eastern Iowa Branch Line 
and local Rock Island mainline operations and some recently discovered local movies of 
the Rock Island.   

In the photos, the Rocket train with the TA was scratch built by Russ Pohlmann.   The 
table with the O scale Cabooses and lanterns were models from my collection, except 
the black Rock Island RS-3 and its caboose were from John Russell.  He painted it the 
way he remembered the RS-3 he used to see when he worked on the RI.  Of course, 
these models were for display only. 

Everyone liked the new location and we are looking forward to doing it again next year. 

Merlyn Lauber 
[Following eight photos by Merlyn Lauber in Cedar Falls, IA, March 25, 2017] 

mailto:editor@rockislandreporter.com?subject=%2316
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……………….. 

MORE DICK HOVEY PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE DES MOINES AREA 
IN THE 1960’S 

From: "Gregory Stout" 
Date: Mon, June 5, 2017 10:32 pm 
To: "Tom Brugman" <editor@rockislandreporter.com> 

Here are a few more from the Dick Hovey collection. I am not certain what I might have 
sent you previously, so if some of these are duplicates, let me know and I will send 
some others. 
Greg Stout 

The following four photos by Dick Hovey. 
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……………….. 
  

 

. 
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PHOTOS - ELDON DEPOT MUSEUM MOVES EQUIPMENT 

From: "Al Seeger" 
Date: Mon, April 10, 2017 7:41 am 
To: "Brugman, Tom RI Rep" <Editor@rockislandreporter.com> 

Mr. Brugman, 
Mr. Vandevoort showed interest in photos of the caboose at the Eldon Museum.  Our 
museum librarian loaned me these photos of the caboose being unloaded.  It was 
purchased at a scrap yard in Waterloo.  From the Chicago Central (?)  Also attached are 
photos of our GEEP in road transport to the museum. 

Thank you for your attention. 
Al Seeger, Eldon Depot museum 

Photos courtesy of the Eldon Iowa Depot Museum 
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…………….. 
ROCK ISLAND DES MOINES IA PHOTOS - 1970’S 

From: "David Engle" <rirocket@att.net> 
Date: Sat, April 1, 2017 2:03 pm 
To: "DAVID Yetter" 
Cc: "Tom Brugman" <tbrug@aol.com> 

Thanks very much; will forward them to Tom Brugman.  
I have wondered several times lately whatever became of Bob Bell; I have nothing 
recent on him at all.   
Looks like you got #15 ok--the issue, that is.  I never got to see trains 15 and 16, they 
always came through Short Line in the dead of night.  There were times #8 would wake 
me up around 2 AM, and one time I rode it, New Years eve 1967, final  destination Ft. 
Jackson, SC  

Dave Engle 

From: DAVID Yetter 
To: David Engle <rirocket@att.net>; " 
Sent: Saturday, April 1, 2017 10:35 AM 
Subject: R.I. Des Moines 1970's 

I took these pictures in Des Moines, Iowa in the 70's. The pictures are not the best, Bob 
Bell and I went to catch the Rock before all was gone in Des Moines, this day was the 
coldest, our shutters were freezing just after 1-2 pictures, we were shaking from the cold 
didn't help either, what can I say, die hard rail fans. Thought you might like to see what 
you've been talking about in the Reporter even if the pictures are not up to par. If you 
can use them. 

David Yetter - Ames, Iowa 
Two photos by Dave Letter.   Distortion due to frozen SLR shutters.  Back in the days 
before Digital. It takes real dedication to go rail fanning in the coldest weather. 

mailto:rirocket@att.net?subject=RIR%20%2316


ROCK ISLAND REPORTER, JULY 2017 
PAGE  33

…………….. 
THOUGHTS ON THE FUTURE OF RITS 

From: "Lamoyne Westerbeck" 
Date: Tue, March 28, 2017 6:37 pm 
To: "editor@rockislandreporter.com" <editor@rockislandreporter.com> 

My comments: I was a past director and convention holder and I see the same thing. 
Need start over with new name and fresh president. I still have employee interviews on 
cassette that need digitized, but they are safe. I know there is some BCR&N info and 
would take that off their hands and have an online museum. I have copies of some of 
the information. There was only like a box or two and a past president had told me to 
take them and take care of them because he saw the RITS disbanding. I did not tho. 

 Lamoyne Westerbeck 
Farmington, Iowa 

 
KANSAS 

ROCK ISLAND HO 70’ ACF ARCHED-ROOF BAGGAGE CAR 

From:"Carl and Sheryl Fankhauser" 
Date: Tue, June 6, 2017 12:02 am 
To:"Tom Brugman" <editor@rockislandreporter.com> 

Due to the basic lack of a Rock Island HO 70’ ACF Arched-Roof Baggage Car model, 
I'm curious whether anyone has attempted to create a resin version patterned from a 
Walthers arched-roof model yet.  The Walthers clerestory roof models are somewhat 
still in circulation and I’m hoping somebody with the right price might come up with an 
arched-roof replacement roof that could be kit-bashed to what was a previous car with 
the clerestory roof.  I would be interested if such might become available. 

Carl Fankhauser 
Lewis, KS 
 

KENTUCKY 

PHOTOS OF EX RI BOXCARS IN GOODLAND KS 

From: Stu thayer 
Date: Thu, June 8, 2017 1:23 pm 
To: tbrug@aol.com 

mailto:editor@rockislandreporter.com?subject=%2316
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Tom, 
  
These are photos of two RI boxcars being used for storage  by the KYLE Railroad that I 
found in the former RI yard at Goodland, KS back in 2008. 

As far  as I know those boxcars are still sitting there in Goodland, KS. 

Stuart Thayer 
Georgetown, KY 
[following two hots by Stuart Thayer in Goodland, KS 2008] 

……………….. 
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NEW READER 

From:    "David Engle" <rirocket@att.net> 
Date:    Wed, January 4, 2017 9:04 pm 
To:      "Stuart Thayer 
Cc:      "Tom Brugman" <tbrug@aol.com> 

Thanks very much for your kind note.  You may wish to share with Tom Brugman and 
our readers, sounds like you have memories that would be new to us.    

Dave Engle 

From: Stuart Thayer 
To: RIRocket@att.net 
Sent: Wednesday, January 4, 2017 4:12 PM 
Subject: Re: RI Reporter 

Dave,  
Thanks for your publication.  I plan on going back through the past issues in a effort to 
get caught up. I have long had an interest in the Rock Island.  In particular the Choctaw 
Line and the route across Colorado to Colorado Springs.  I lived in Colorado Springs for 
16 years and was amazed at how much of the former Rock was still evident and in use 
in Colorado Springs.   

I also took advantage of photographing the Kyle RR in Limon, CO and Goodland, KS 
whenever I traveled back and forth between Colorado and Kentucky. I also lived in 
Albuquerque, NM for 10 years and saw a lot of the Choctaw line when traveling back 
and forth between NM and Kentucky.  In particular around Amarillo, TX and across 
Oklahoma.   

I photographed a lot of this stuff over the years and am always interested to see photos 
of these areas on the Rock. I am also a long time railroad modeler and if I was ever to 
change from what I currently model, the Rock Island would be a railroad that I would 
give strong consideration to modeling.  As it is I try to work in as much Rock Island 
equipment as I realistically can.  

Thanks again, 
Stuart Thayer  

Link to some of Stuart’s modeling:     
http://www.orestod.com/LNHS/photos/modelphotos/Old/Stuart%20Thayer/
modelphotos.html   

https://webmail9.web.com/promail/src/compose.php?send_to=rirocket%40att.net
https://webmail9.web.com/promail/src/compose.php?send_to=Stuthayer%40aol.com
https://webmail9.web.com/promail/src/compose.php?send_to=tbrug%40aol.com
https://webmail9.web.com/promail/src/compose.php?send_to=Stuthayer%40aol.com
mailto:RIRocket@att.net?subject=RIR%20%2316
http://www.orestod.com/LNHS/photos/modelphotos/Old/Stuart%20Thayer/modelphotos.html
http://www.orestod.com/LNHS/photos/modelphotos/Old/Stuart%20Thayer/modelphotos.html
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LOUISIANA 

 
MICHIGAN 
 

MINNESOTA  

MISSOURI 

652 AND 630 PHOTOS BY CHARLIE CHILDS 
From:"charles childs"  
Date:Tue, April 11, 2017 4:00 pm 
To:"David Engle" <RIRocket@att.net> (more) 

Dave and Tom;  I thought 'What the heck' I can send them to both of you at 
the same time. 

Tom, I don't think we have ever met, but I am retired from the Union Pacific in 2006, so I 
am no spring chicken.   I just enjoy getting out and photographing trains.  All I ask is if 
you use my photos that I be given photo credit of "Photo(s) by Charlie Childs".    
Enjoy..........Charlie 

[See page 13 - 16 for Charles’s photos of 652 and 630]  

……………….. 

1931 ROCK ISLAND LINE AND BRIDGE PROJECT - TRENTON TO 
KANSAS CITY MO 

Paul Hamby of Hamby Dairy Supply in Missouri has sent us several segments on this 
subject. We will group them below by subject: 

mailto:RIRocket@att.net?subject=RIR%20%2316
https://webmail9.web.com/promail/src/read_body.php?mailbox=INBOX.Next+Issue&passed_id=1372&startMessage=1&show_more=1
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1931 BRIDGE RI NOW UP 

i cant find my file of originals, but i added them to the listing on bridgehunter.com 
at this link 
http://bridgehunter.com/mo/ray/bh67853/ 

you can zoom out the photos or open them in a separate page to make them larger. The 
article has lots of details  such as miles of old line. vs miles of new straighter line saves 
8 miles.... 

CROOKED RIVER BRIDGE NEAR ELMIRA 1931 ENGINEERING 
MAGAZINE PICTURE 

http://bridgehunter.com/mo/ray/bh67853/
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1931 ROCK ISLAND BRIDGE OVER CROOKED RIVER AT ELMIRA 
MISSOURI 
From: "Paul Hamby" 
Date: Wed, April 5, 2017 8:29 pm 
To: editor@rockislandreporter.com 

Regarding this 1931 Missouri map,  the section from Altamont  to Cameron  was 
abandoned in 1942. that part goes through Winston,  home of the Jesse James robbery.  
The Winston depot is still standing and has  
been restored.  It sits along highway 69 just a mile or 2 east of I-35.  another half mile 
east and you can see the rock tunnel culvert that Jesse James gang supposedly hid  

mailto:editor@rockislandreporter.com?subject=%2316
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their horses in.  Some local historians question whether that rock culvert really existed 
in 1881.  Here is a link with photos of the cut rock culvert on the abandoned section. 

the link also has an article i wrote about the hand cut rock culvert 
http://bridgehunter.com/mo/daviess/winston/ 
 

the section from Coburn junction aka Jamesport Missouri to St Joe MO was abandoned 
in 1973. 

In 1931 the Rock Island built a new line through NW Missouri to Kansas City.  it is a 
double line and was one of the engineering marvels of the 1930s due to the amount of 
dirt moved. their goal was to level the road bed to reduce the grades as much as 
possible and to reduce 90% of the intersections  by having roads go under or over the 
road bed 

This increased safety and increased speed.  Dual tracks meant the trains did not have 
to wait at sidings for the other train to pass. This engineering marvel was written up in a 
national engineering journal.  attached is the map of the new in 1931 map from the civil  
engineer mag article.  that route is still in use today by UP. 

Paul Hamby 

http://bridgehunter.com/mo/daviess/winston/
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MINNESOTA 

NEBRASKA 

 
NEW MEXICO 

ROCK ISLAND PHOTOS FROM OKLAHOMA CITY, 1957 
From: John B Moore 
Date: Mon, June 5, 2017 3:39 pm 
To: “editor@rockislandreporter.com" 

I took the following photos March 1957 at Oklahoma City Rock Island East Yard  (later 
renamed Harter) East Yard office, caboose 18411 and diesel 839. 

 

mailto:editor@rockislandreporter.com?subject=%2316
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I took the following photos at Harter (Oklahoma City formerly East Yard) on 6-18-1975: 
diesels 530, 535, 766, Harter yard office  and switching cabooses 19105 and 19125 
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Hope these will be useful. 

John B. Moore, Jr. 
Albuquerque 
 

OHIO 

ROCK ISALND IN G SCALE 

Date:Wed, April 5, 2017 12:04 pm 
To:"Paul Hamby"  

Great subject for the newsletter.  Send lots of pictures of the G scale railroad! 

Tom Brugman 

---------------------------- Original Message ---------------------------- 
Subject:  New Subscriber 
From:     "Paul Hamby"  
Date:    Wed, April 5, 2017 12:25 am 
To:      Editor@rockislandreporter.com 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

mailto:Editor@rockislandreporter.com?subject=%2316
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We are modeling an outdoor G scale Rock Island railroad in Maysville MO., featuring a 
passenger train, coal train and freight train. 

Our scenery includes a farm, trackside grain elevator and a model of the 1915 Maysville 
depot. 

The local Future Farmers of America (FFA) class is helping with our project. And the 
actual RI tracks and depot were just 1/2 mile from our home and business. 

Paul 
[Paul: Please send photos! Tom] 
 

OKLAHOMA 

ROCK ISLAND REPORTER APRIL 2017 ISSUE 15 
  
From: "Tom Brugman" <editor@rockislandreporter.com> 
To: ”Dean Schirf" 

Dean, 

You are one of our best contributors. Always sending prototype and modeling 
contributions. You haven't missed an issue.  Some people contribute small amounts of 
money to help us offset costs and that is great too.  You contribute memories and 
photos and that keeps us going.  You always do your part!  No need for more.  

For others wanting to help, contributions by check, our address is in the newsletter: 
Send to Tom Brugman, 128 Whittier Circle, Falls Church, VA 22046.  Or if one prefers, I 
can accept contributions to my PayPal address: tbrugster@gmail.com.  I will post this 
exchange in the next issue.  

Dean, thanks again for all your contributions. Looking forward to many more from you.  

Tom Brugman 

On Apr 1, 2017, at 11:35 AM, Dean Schirf wrote: 

Tom, I would like to make a contribution.  Please give me the address. 

…...and here is something I wish you would put in the next issue: 

Attention all RIR members: 

I don’t know how many of you were RITS members but when it collapsed several years 
ago, I was deeply saddened, as were others, who had supported and contributed to it 

mailto:editor@rockislandreporter.com?subject=%2316
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for many years.  And then out of the blue came the Rock Island Reporter, a quarterly 
publication that just keeps on getting better and better…..and with no subscription rate -  

something unheard of in this day and time.  This quality on-line quarterly publication, 
along with the Remember The Rock Magazine, are the only widely printed efforts today 
in telling the once proud history of the “Mighty Fine Line.” The work and efforts of Tom, 
along with Dave Engle, is most commendable.  For those of us left who loved (and still 
do) the CRI&P, I respectfully request that you please join me in making a contribution to 
Tom in the continuing support to offset the financial costs in sustaining the RIR for years 
to come. Please send your donation to: (fill in the address Tom). 

This is a totally unsolicited message and have requested Tom to place it in the next 
issue of RIR…..I hope he will.  

Thank You,  
Dean Schirf -  Harrah, Ok. 

Oklahoma Modeling photo by Dean Schirf. 
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……………….. 
PHOTOGRAPHING MODELS OUTDOORS 

From: "Dean Schirf" 
Date: Fri, April 21, 2017 1:05 pm 
To: "Tom Brugman" <editor@rockislandreporter.com> 
Cc: "David Engle" <rirocket@att.net> 

In 1985, with no more Rock Island trains around, I decided to make an attempt in 
modeling my favorite railroad.  At that time buying RI rolling stock off the shelf was in 
short supply so one had to buy the kits, decals and paints to bring about some 
satisfaction of the real thing.  I decided on HO as it was affordable and delivered good 
scale detail. Some of the shelf purchases were decent models and some I even 
repainted.  I knew from the git go that photographing the models would be done outside 
on my acreage blending the model scenes in with the natural landscape as I had no 
layout.   

The pics are taken atop a picnic table, the roadbed several long boards with weathered 
track work, etc.  The camera was set atop a tripod with a macro lens for close in shots. 
These pictures will illustrate the attempt along with several resulting shots.  Perhaps this 

mailto:editor@rockislandreporter.com?subject=%2316
mailto:rirocket@att.net?subject=RIR
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will give some RIR members an idea for shooting their models. Please allow a little 
artistic license as I am not a master modeler and some of the models not RI exact, like 
one GP-35 engine has dynamic brakes.   

 

sweet memories.   

Also: Rock’s ole Choctaw Line is located between the red barn and far power plant and 
remains in service from Oklahoma City to Shawnee….the occasional whistles bring  
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Thanks Tom…… 

Dean Schirf, Harrah, Ok. 

Preceding  four photos by Dean Schirf. 

……………….. 
JOHN MCGUIRE, CONDUCTOR ON THE LAST EAST AND WEST RI 
PASSENGER TRAIN 

Name: Warren B Conner Jr  
Date: Sat, June 3, 2017 9:13 pm 
To: editor@rockislandreporter.com 

My grandfather John McGuire was the conductor on the last east and west passenger 
train in Oklahoma. It was his last trip and he retired that day. The Daily Oklahoman ran a 
picture and article, he was pictured waving from the caboose. 

mailto:editor@rockislandreporter.com?subject=%2316
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……………….. 

KUDOS FOR  REMEMBER THE ROCK MAGAZINE  VOL. 11, NOS. 3 
AND 4 - 2017 

From: "Dean Schirf" 
Date: Tue, April 4, 2017 1:31 pm 
To: "Steve Esposito" 

Steve: 

Wanted to give a shout out on the latest issue of Remember the Rock……I think it is 
one of the finest RTR’s that you and your very talented staff has done to date. I can’t 
imagine the detailed research that John Matrow must have compiled in telling the 
Blizzard and Golden State story.   Love the Classic Rock Sections and the vintage Post 
Cards by Stephen Eudy.  The Modeling of Rock boxcar 148485 by Ross Dando is one 
of the best I have ever seen.  And wished we could have had the picture on page 24 
when we did the story of this wash out (RTR Vol 10 Nos. 3 and 4) that took the life of 
engineer Williams Nichols in Jennings, Ks., on June 2, 1941. 

Dean Schirf 
Harrah, Ok. 

Click here to Subscribe to REMEMBER THE ROCK:  
http://www.andoverjunction.com/Catalog.asp?
t=Magazine&st=Remember%20the%20Rock 
 

TEXAS 

PHOTOS OF ROCK ISLAND LAYOUT 

From: "Michael Armstrong" 
Date: Fri, April 14, 2017 1:13 pm 
To: "Tom Brugman" <tbrug@aol.com> 

Hi Tom & Dave: 

I did paint the E7A #634 and the F2A #49 using Floquil and Scalecoat paints and 
applying primarily Microscale decals.  The GP9 #1320 and the F7A #120 are Athearn 
Genesis models that came painted as they are.  The Rock Island outside braced 
caboose is an Ajin brass model (supplied by Overland Models) and was painted by the 
supplier as it is in the red and yellow scheme. 

http://www.andoverjunction.com/Catalog.asp?t=Magazine&st=Remember%20the%20Rock
http://www.andoverjunction.com/Catalog.asp?t=Magazine&st=Remember%20the%20Rock
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I do weather all of my equipment by first spraying the model with Dullcote and then 
weathering with chalks and dry brushing with acrylic paints.  Once I have completed 
applying the weathering chalks I spray a final coat of Dullcote (thin spray) over the 
model. 

Regards, 
Mike Armstrong 

Subject: Photos of Rock Island Layout 

From:"Michael Armstrong" 
Date: Fri, April 14, 2017 11:37 am 
To: editor@rockislandreporter.com 

Hi Tom and Dave: 

Attached are a few photos of my HO scale Rock Island layout.  There are several 
videos of the layout on my YouTube channel which is RImodeler79. 

Keep up the great work on the Rock Island Reporter, I really enjoy it! 

Regards, 
Mike Armstrong 
Keller, TX  
[four photos by Mike Armstrong] 
 
F2A Locomotive #49, Ol' Schnozzle-nose, at Inver Grove Yard 

Train Orders for #18, The Plainsman, at Nevada, Iowa 

mailto:%20editor@rockislandreporter.com?subject=%2316
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F7A #120 and outside braced caboose at Armourdale Yard 

 
GP9 #1320 on the main line near Inver Grove Yard 
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Below: Engineer on RI 634 #18, The Plainsman receives orders at Nevada, IA. 

……………….. 

PHOTOS OF ROCK ISLAND CABOOSES AT KILLEEN, TX  

From Tom Sandlin 
 To: David Engle <rirocket@att.net>  
 Sent: Thursday, March 30, 2017 10:00 PM 
 Subject: FW: Pics 
    
Dave - one of my local friends spotted these beauties at Killeen, TX, thought you and 
perhaps other might like them. tes —— 

Original Message----- 
From: "Bryan Farr" 
Sent: Wednesday, March 29, 2017 7:30am 
To: "Thomas Sandlin" 
Subject: Pics 

mailto:rirocket@att.net?subject=RIR
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Following two photos by Bryan Farr 
 

……………….. 
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. 
NEW READER IN TEXAS

From:David Gaines 
Date:Thu, June 22, 2017 3:49 pm 
To:"'David Engle'" <RIRocket@att.net> 
Cc:"'Tom Brugman'" <tbrug@aol.com> 

My Dad worked in the FW&D(C)’s General Office from 1923 to 1969, retiring as the last 
Car Accountant the Denver had.  

DAVID H. GAINES 
Wichita Falls, Texas 

 

VIRGINIA 
 
  

WASHINGTON STATE 
  

WISCONSIN 
 

   
7. ROCK ISLAND WANTED 

ROCK ISLAND CABOOSE DISPOSITIONS 

From: "David Engle" <rirocket@att.net> 
Date:Wed, June 7, 2017 4:24 pm 

mailto:RIRocket@att.net?subject=RIR
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Does anyone have notes for dispositions of RI Cabooses, especially any not already on 
record.  This includes any sold off, wrecked, before as well as after shutdown.  

Please contact me about any such instances.     

Dave Engle    
Email me:  rirocket@att.net 

!  
8. OBITUARIES 

FORMER NEWTON, KANSAS AGENT JOHN ARBUCKLE 

From: "David Engle" <rirocket@att.net> 
Date: Mon, April 17, 2017 10:59 am 
To: "Tom Brugman" <tbrug@aol.com> 

Mr. Arbuckle is also a RI Reporter subscriber, but Mr. Stair said the e-addy was no 
longer viable.  I remember meeting once in the early '80s, and fully agree with the 
condolences. 
Dave Engle 

-----Original Message----- 

Apr 16, 2017, at 8:56 PM 

Sad News... Former Newton, Kansas Agent John Arbuckle Passes 

John Arbuckle passed from this earth Friday.  John retired several years ago as the 
Newton, Kansas agent.  I am very sad about this news as are many, many others who 
are equally stunned and saddened. 
He was the face behind the desk in Newton from midnight to 8am for years.  He was 
always ready to assist a weary traveler in the middle of Kansas in the dark hours of 
early morning.  He was a treasure trove of passenger rail history.  He shared his 
knowledge freely.   
Much of the passion you see from me is related directly to conversations I had with 
John over the years.  John inspired many. 

mailto:rirocket@att.net?subject=RIR


ROCK ISLAND REPORTER, JULY 2017 
PAGE  57

John was a fixture for northern Oklahoma and southern Kansas passengers.  He was 
the face of Amtrak for so many.  He was a rarity; a kind and gentle man who was a  

credit to his profession.  He was also a photographer and took many photos over the 
years. 
The first time I met John was around 1997.  My wife and I entered the Newton station 
for our second Amtrak journey.  Over the years we became friends. 
John was also an inspiration.  His favorite greeting for me was, "So you are here to take 
your last trip over Raton Pass?"  Then we would go into discussions about how to save 
the train.   
I guess those discussions started in the early 2000s.  Yes, we have been fighting to 
keep the Chief rolling and pushing for Heartland Flyer expansion for that long.  He 
posted our newsletters and always made certain to cut out newspaper articles about our 
efforts in Kansas.  He posted these on the Newton bulletin board and even allowed us 
to place a kiosk in the depot for a time. 
He informed me that a private rail car, an open platform observation car operated by 
Norman Orfall would be traveling over Raton Pass in 2006.  He rode this trip with us. 
 We stood at the back of the train for miles and miles through the Pecos Valley and over 
Raton Pass. 
John, I hope to see you again someday.  I hope that heaven has plenty of passenger 
trains for us to ride.  So for now my friend, so long. 
Evan Stair - President Passenger Rail Kansas Passenger Rail Oklahoma 
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ROCK ISLAND REPORTER                             
  
128 Whittier Circle, Falls Church, Virginia 22046            
Thomas Brugman, publisher and editor  
Email: editor@rockislandnewsletter.com 
  

Coverage 
The e-newsletter covers the history of the Rock Island Railroad in documents and miniature. It is 
devoted to its readers – anyone and everyone who has interest in the Rock Island. 
This e-newsletter, resides on its website: http://rockislandreporter.com  

Notices of publication are sent by email at least quarterly, and are free of charge to all 
subscribers. Please contact me by e-mail to request your name be added to, or removed from the 
emailed distribution notification list. 
  
Advertising 
If you have a new Rock Island product or related event, we will be happy to help promote it. 
  
Copyright notice 
This newsletter is available free of charge, but the editor and publisher reserves the right to 
control of any original material contained.  However, anyone may quote bits of articles, with 
attribution, under the fair use doctrine.  

Comment 
We hope you found this newsletter interesting and worthy of further issues. E-mail comments 
suggesting improvements would be appreciated. Pats-on-the-back are also appreciated. 

Contributions and Cost 
Our plan to maintain this e-newsletter as a free publication has placed too much of a financial 
burden on the publisher.  Rising costs for programs to produce it, as well as the cost to maintain 
the website it resides on, are dictating a change in policy that will take place with the January, 
2017 issue. Our” stop-gap” measure to accept contributions from our readers has realized one 
contributor – to whom we are very grateful. Since we are not a non-profit organization, 
contributions are not tax deductible.  Contributors should contact the Editor at: 
editor@rockislandreporter.com. 

Beginning January 2017, it is our intention to charge $2.50 per issue for The Rock Island Reporter. 
This will be payable on the website. Exceptions will be made for material (written, editing and 
photographs) and financial contributors who will continue to receive the newsletter for free with 
our thanks for the support. Bulk downloaders (with more than one download) who have been 
distributing this newsletter to non-computer savvy readers may continue to do so after paying a 
r e d u c e d f e e .  F o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , p l e a s e c o n t a c t t h e E d i t o r a t : 
editor@rockislandreporter.com. 
  
Cancellation 
If you do not wish to receive copies of this newsletter, or its notices of publication, we will 
immediately remove you from the email distribution list. Please e-mail us. This is a simple 
newsletter and we are only concerned with the Rock Island RR. We do not participate in any spam 
activities and will not share your e-mail address with outside parties. 

Copyright © 2016 Rock Island Reporter, all rights reserved 
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