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I&M Rail Link Office Car “Silver Cloud,” an ex-Rock Island office car, waits at Bensenville, IL on
the rear of an IMRL special train for potential buyers (of the railroad) in 2001. Special ran day 1
from Bensenville to Davenport, and the next day on to KCTY. Photo by Tom Brugman.
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1. IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS- EVENTS AND SHOWS
JANUARY 16, 2016 - ST CHARLES MODEL RAILROAD CLUB TRAIN
FAIR
Saturday, January 16 from 10AM to 3PMHeart of St Charles Banquet CenterI-70 & 5th
St, St Charles, MO
Admission: $5, kids under 12 free with Adult Admission
www.stcharlesrailroadclub.org

FEBRUARY 6 – 7 THE WICHITA TRAIN SHOW & SWAP MEET
From: aylward1@cox.net
Date: Wed, December 2, 2015 2:24 pm
To:
editor@rockislandreporter.com
Train show will be held on Feb. 6 & 7 2016 in Wichita KS. at the Cessna Activity Center
2744 George Washington Blvd.
Sat. 6th 9am to 6pm, Sun. 7th 11am to 4pm.
Admission: $8.00 for both days, Children 10 & under free with paid adult
Scouts in uniform in free, $1.00 off with a non-perishable food item. 8' tables are $30.00
ea. Before 12/31/2015 are $25.00 ea.
Contact Phil Aylward at 316-259-5190.
Mail Registration to; 603 Chestnut Halstead, KS. 67056
Make checks out to The Wichita Train Show. Email: aylward1@cox.net
Hope you can get it in.
Thank You
Phil

FEBRUARY 13, 2016 - THE WARRIOR EXPRESS TRAIN SHOW
SATURDAY,
February 13 from 10AM to 3PM
Fox C6 High School751 Jeffco Blvd, Arnold, MO No further data.

FEBRUARY 27TH, 2016 - RAILROAD MODELER’S RETREAT AT
PLYMOUTH, MN., a suburb of Minneapolis/St. Paul.
Saturday February 27th, 2016
Display Room set up begins at 8:00
Doors open 9:00, coffee will be on
Presentations on the hour beginning at 10:00 with a 1hour break at noon
5 hours of presentations in a dedicated room(s) separate from displays
Registration 10.00 in advance.
Display table free with registration, limited commercial display space available.
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Registration and additional information:
Ken Zieska: phone 763-232-3455 email: mhry19@gmail.com
Interested in presenting?
Contact Jim Dick: jcdworkingonthenp@onebox.com
Meet will be held at:
Mount Olive Lutheran Church of Plymouth
12235 Old Rockford Rd.
Plymouth, MN. 55441
Sponsored by the Twin Cities Division NMRA

MARCH 5, 2016 - ROUTE 66 PACIFIC RAILFAN CENTER TRAIN SHOW
Saturday, March 5 from 10AM to 3PMSt
Bridget School Gym
223 W Union St, Pacific, MO
Admission: $5, kids under 12 free with Paid Adult
http://www.rt66prc.com/

MARCH 12, 2016 - BOEING EMPLOYEE'S RAILROAD SWAP MEET
Saturday, March 12 from 10am to 3pm
Greensfelder Rec Complex at Queeny Park
550 Wiedman Rd, St Louis, MO
Admission: $3, children under 12 FREE No further information.

MAY 7, 2016 – FRIENDS OF THE ROCK ISLAND MEETING IN BLUE
ISLAND
From:
Date:
To:
Cc:

"Paul Hunnell"
Tue, December 1, 2015 9:50 pm
"Tom Brugman" <editor@rockislandreporter.com>
"Jim Suhs" <jamessuhs@sbcglobal.net> (more)

Hi Tom,
Could you mention the following in your next RIR?
We have set the date for the next Friends of the Rock Island meeting in Blue Island for
5/7/16. Details to follow.
Thanks!...
Paul Email: phunnell@yahoo.com

MAY 2016 – AAPRCO TRIP PLANNED FOR ILLINOIS AND IOWA
From:
Date:
To:
Cc:

"David Engle" <rirocket@att.net>
Mon, November 30, 2015 2:54 pm
"Tom Brugman" <tbrug@aol.com>
"Tom Johnson"
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The American Association of Private Car Owners is planning an excursion over former
Rock Island trackage from Chicago to Rock Island in May, 2016, in connection to their
Mid-Term Meeting.
The proposed routing is Chicago to Rock Island over METRA, with the QJ engine being
added at Bureau. Train will continue to South Amana with IAIS and Iowa Pacific power,
then return to Rock Island.
The return trip will be Rock Island to Chicago via Denrock. and Savanna with engines
doing a run-around at Savanna and final leg over Twin Cities line.
Passenger list is restricted to AAPRCO members and their invited guests.
No further information available.

2. NEW PRODUCTS
ROCK ISLAND JACKETS FOR SALE
From "Jelsma Graphics"
Date: Wed, December 2, 2015 3:15 am
To:
editor@rockislandreporter.com
New Rock Island jacket for the rock fans from $89.95 to 159.95 in two versions:

Contact: jelsma@jelsma.com
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HURRY FOR A ROCK ISLAND 2016 CALENDAR
[ED: With RITS in perpetual suspended animation, one of the best places you can
go for a Rock Island RR themed calendar is Randy Hubman. Randy has done RI
calendar s for a few years now, with excellent reviews. My recommendation is to
contact Randy directly and beg him to sell or make you one.]
Subject: Rock Island 2016 calendars]
From: "Randy Hubmann"
Date: Fri, January 1, 2016 1:14 pm
To:
"RIR Editor" <editor@rockislandreporter.com>
Hi Tom,
Thank you for asking about including my 2016 Rock Island calendar in your Rock Island
Reporter. You can include this if you would like. My stock on hand is sold out, however,
I can still place orders, and have them shipped directly from the printer to the buyer.
These smaller orders cost me more since I don't get a discount for buying in bulk, and I
have to pay for the shipping on them. The initial price for stock on hand was $14.98
each with free shipping. Those are gone, and unfortunately, so is that price. If anyone is
interested in purchasing a calendar with direct shipping from the printer, they can email
me with their complete shipping address, and I will check the price for that day. The
printer constantly adjusts their price, and to make these smaller orders affordable, I
have cut my profit margin so low that I cannot set a price in stone until I have checked
with the printer for that day to make sure I won't lose money. After I check the price, I'll
need to receive payment by PayPal that same day. After receiving payment, I'll put the
order in as soon as I can that same day. As of 1-1-16, the cost for a 2016 Rock Island
calendar including free direct shipping is about $19. That price is supposed to be good
through 1-3-16. As you can see, once my initial stock is gone, it's a little trickier to buy
and sell these.
Thank you,
Randy
Hubmannrouterock@sbcglobal.nethttp://routerock.wix.com/calendar
Please visit the website for more information:
View calendar: http://routerock.wix.com/calendar
Preview by Yahoo
Thank you,
Randy Hubmann
6917 Bobby Woods Rd.
Bauxite, AR 72011-9160
routerock@sbcglobal.net
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3. EDITORIAL: NEW FORMAT FOR RIR
The January 2016 Issue, our tenth, is coming to you in yet another “new” format.
We started out in 2014 emailing PDF attachments to readers with all sorts of delivery
problems ranging from Internet Service Provider (ISP) maximum address problems and
attachment size problems. Shortly after that, we tried to solve the problems of the first
method by converting formats to MailChimp HTML format, but not everyone could
receive or even open that. Then we also exceeded mailbox capacities of some readers.
We made progress but still had trouble reaching all readers.
So now, in the interests of reaching as many readers as possible with a useful
newsletter, we are changing formats again. The new distribution method utilizes
MailChimp to broadcast the headlines, and allows the reader to click to the Rock Island
Reporter website to download the complete newsletter in pdf format.
Please be assured that we do not make these changes to annoy our valuable readers.

4. FEATURE: ROCK ISLAND CHICAGO TRACK ELEVATION
WORK – 1915
From: "Gerald A. Hook"
Date: Tue, July 7, 2015 4:50 pm
To:
"'RIR Editor'" <editor@rockislandreporter.com>
Tom
I just downloaded and printed the July 2015 issue of Rock Island Reporter, which I
observe to be a good edition.
I wonder if you would be interested in Rock Island stuff that took place in
1915 (100 years ago)?
I maintain a monthly feature of 100-year-old "news" for The Bulletin Board, the South
Central States Chapter, R&LHS' monthly newsletter. Our focus are the 6 south central
states, Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Kansas & Missouri.
Here is my contribution for the [January 2016] issue. Gerald
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5. ROCK ISLAND FANS AND PHOTO SECTION
SWEDEN
[ED: Ole Pade has been a frequent contributor to RIR with photos of his modeling
projects. It occurred to us it must be a challenge to be a Rock Island modeler
from a distant continent, so we asked him how he developed his interest in the
Rock Island. His responses follow.]
Subject:
My enclosed letter
From: "Ole Pade"
Date: Tue, November 17, 2015 10:53 am
To:
"Tom Brugman" <editor@rockislandreporter.com>
Hey Tom,
I did of course, by afterthought, leave out the first criteria for RI.
They had both EMD and GE models and such an Array of color schemes.
That is a catcher.
Sorry I forgot the obvious.
Dear Sir, Tom Brugman!
Thanks a lot for your request.
I´ll try explain in the following: My interest in model-railroading dates to my teens.
European. Then, in the mid-70´s I “discovered” American railroads. It started with the
then popular MINITRIX F-units. I somehow, can´t remember exactly how, fell over
pictures of RI Yellow Nosed F-units. I had found Microscale decals in N scale too.
Repainted and decaled them. Looking very nice and cars were from, Kadee N-scale. All
very nice.
Learning more, I switched to HO. Still, there was much literature published about RI,
even as they sadly disappeared 1980. I turned to New England roads, again finding
books about them. At this time, I was working for LUFTHANSA, and flew over to the
Amherst Shows, annually, even before they got as big as they are to-day. I made a
friend in Bob Buck of Tuckers Hobbies and kept that running for years. Sadly, Bob
passed away a couple of years ago now, and Internet became a main source of
information.
It seemed a change was coming on and RI lay very close. I sort of knew it already.
Here I went, painting decaling and doing nice models, I think. The oddities were
intriguing of course. Like the U33B. ATLAS supplies parts very nicely and one must find
the uses for them.
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The GP35 Ph II was also an easy “conversion”, as were the bay window cabooses of
the first series. Again a kitbash of ATLAS wide-vision and Walthers bay-window cars.
That´s fun.
Somehow I´ve returned to RI after various excursions on other roads. I found it well
documented and easy to model. I have also a “fling” for the successor, IAIS, where Joe
Atkinson was a great help. Again, well documented in their files and using the same
area as RI. This way and can update 15years or backdate 15years.
My track plan still being the same with IOWA City as starting point. I must admit,
though, that IAIS runs it all very much cleaner. I realize that I may have to weather my
equipment a whole lot more to actually picture RI. However, I feel that “my” RI can get
away with a cleaner look.
I´m now retired and do not fly over any more. Therefore, I´m sticking to the area
because the lack of mountains and woods, I like the open fields of Iowa and not having
to model big towns. There is still some detail work to be completed, landscaping wise,
but that´s ok. It´ll never be finished.
Meantime, right now U25B´s are coming, GP7´s and GP35 Ph I. Wow, I´ll see if it can
be concerted to Ph II as well. Just the KATO product runs best.
I hope this gives You some “meat on the bone” and if You can use it in RIR, so much
better.
Regards
Ole Pade

COLORADO
CONTEST: NAME AN (RI) CAFE LOUNGE CAR
From: "Jim Jordan"
Date: Thu, October 15, 2015 10:00 am
To:
"Tom Brugman" <editor@rockislandreporter.com>
Tom;
We have a problem and maybe your readers can assist us in solving the problem.
We want to put a café-lounge car at Calhan, Colorado in what we hope will become a
popular railroad heritage park site. We have looked extensively for a CRI&P dining car
or coffee shop, lounge car but have had zero success. However, we have located a
Pennsylvania café lounge car that is somewhat affordable. Will need work inside, but
the outside is free of rust, and has no damage to the frame or the body. It is the Pullman
Standard flat sheet steel body style. While we would love to have an original CRI&P
car, this is all we can find; so it will have to do.
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My question is, we wish to have everything (station, trackage caboose), represent the
era between 1946 and 1959. We also want to have it represent the "Rocky Mountain
Rocket" as much as possible. We have had suggestions that we paint it a Pullman
Green and letter it in gold (not a heavy weight car); and paint it silver and letter it in
black. As I stated we aren't sure what we can do to create a suitable and plausible
representation of a "Rock" passenger lounge car. In additions we would like to name it
for a café lounge car that ran on any of the rockets, suggestions on both of the
questions are welcome.
We can be emailed at: rockymountainrailroad@yahoo.com
I guess it could even be a contest as we have a new poster out that shows the Rocky
Mountain Rocket at Tip Top in late 1959 (artist rendering) for the best suggestion on
painting the car we will award one poster (retail value $20.00) and the best name we will
award a second poster.
Thank you so much for the great newsletter; one of the best out there.
Sincerely,
Jim Jordan - President Rocky Mountain Railroad Heritage Society

IOWA
Epic Meet ON IAIS
From: "Buddy Burton"
Date: Sun, December 13, 2015 11:09 am
To:
"RIR Editor" <editor@rockislandreporter.com>
On Wednesday, December 9th 2015, I gave chase to a loaded grain train on the Iowa
Interstate Newton Subdivision which had one of 20 Norfolk Southern's "heritage" units
on the point. Once he arrived at South Amana Yard, an epic meet occurred.
The NS 8102(a.k.a. PRR unit--NSDMPE) was taking the main after the SASI train left.
There in the west end of the yard was the BICB daily westbound mainline train with
Iowa Interstate's 25th Anniversary heritage locomotive 513 on the point, tied down in the
yard. The following photo is the meet of two fallen flags well represented that day.
Thank you Iowa Interstate Railway for this awesome meet!!!
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The heritage duo was back together recently, this time serving on the Cedar Rapids
"turn" during the week of Veterans Day 2015.
I went out and caught the duo heading south on the CR Sub.
First photo was from Walford, IA.
Second photo is from Yocum Connection.
There is also a video of the duo coming off of the Cedar Rapids Sub onto the Iowa City
Sub to shove their train in to the South Amana Yard.
Buddy Burton
Buddy Burton Photographyhttp://buddyburton.blogspot.com
Two Buddy Burton provided photographs of the IAIS Heritage Duo.
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Additional: Watch Buddy Burton’s Youtube video “Iowa Interstate's Heritage Duo”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XE5zQ-X6PNc&feature=youtu.be

PHOTOS OF RI STEAM SHOVEL 95253 and 4-6-0 #1136
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2015 3:28 PM
Subject: Rock Island Post Cards
I have these three pictures in my collection. Shows R.I. steam shovel 95253 and 4-6-0 #
1136 at the Graettinger, Iowa Gravel Pit. Thought you might like to see this.
Dave Yetter
Following three pictures provided by Dave Yetter
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LOUISIANA
[ED: I lost track of who sent this link to me. Sorry.]
This link takes you to a photo of the old wood RI caboose I used to see along Airline
Highway in Metairie, LA when I worked for NS in the New Orleans sales department. It
was purchased and moved by a new owner. Tom Brugman
http://fsjna.org/2011/04/the-hidden-caboose/
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MINNESOTA
ROCK ISLAND REPORTER
From: "PAUL C NELSON"
Date: Tue, October 27, 2015 8:39 pm
To:
"RIR Editor" <editor@rockislandreporter.com>
Tom, thanks again for your help. I was a member of the RITS before it terminated and
have subscribed to Remember the Rock since Issue #1, but really enjoy reading your
website with all the current Rock news, modeling updates and other enthusiasts
comments.
Paul C Nelson

MISSOURI
ROCK ISLAND ELDON, MO DEPOT DONATED
From: "John Larkin
Sent: Wednesday, December 23, 2015 11:30 PM
I have recently donated the old CRIP depot located in Eldon, MO to the city. Eldon has
a mayor, Ron Bly, who is a great guy and very supportive of creating a railroad museum
based on the CRIP operations there, including the old roundhouse area and the old
depot (termites got it many years ago). I also suggested the city work on raising funds
to purchase the rails that still remain in Eldon and possibly look into operating speeders
as part of a museum operation. The speeder concept may or may not work out, but it's
at least an attempt to preserve some of the old CRIP that will soon be gone (the railroad
has been abandoned and conversion to a trail is looming, but it would be possible to do
both) and make it a fun place to visit.
What I am asking for help in is (1) any information on the Eldon operations, especially
photos, etc. (2) photos and plans for a standard Rock elevated coal transfer dump for
steam locomotive fueling, (3) photos and plans for a standard 24' wood water tank, (3)
general info on the StL to KC operations of the CRIP. The intent is to make an active
display alongside the track/trail in the area and the have artifacts of the CRIP available
in the museum that would make it a good place to stop on a trip to the Lake of the
Ozarks, a major tourist draw in and of itself.
If anyone has thoughts or ideas that could be shared with Mayor Bly I can collect the
info and share it with him in a meeting that we're getting together on where I can share
some map info with him from the old original CRIP maps I have. If anybody would be
interested in such a meeting let me know and I'll start putting contact info together. I live
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in Omaha but get down there and will be trying to help get accurate information together
on the history of the area to share with the city and would love to see some other
individuals who have ideas and/or resources to help Eldon get this going.
You can reach me via email at jflarkingrc@yahoo.com or via phone at 712-574-9800.
Thanks for any ideas or help you'd be willing to share.
John Larkin

MORE ON ELDON, MO DEPOT AND THE ST LOUIS LINE
From: "Jonathan Spurlock"
Date: Tue, December 29, 2015 3:13 pm
To:
"RIR Editor" <editor@rockislandreporter.com>
Certainly! Feel free to edit for space, content, etc. The "Monday" I referred to was 1221-15 and I hope to have some photos uploaded in the near future. I'm embarrassed to
say that I still have a good number from a year ago.
If you're interested, I sent a good number of photos to the Fallen Flags and RR Picture
Archives sites. Best way to search Fallen Flags, at http://www.rr-fallenflags.org/
is go directly to the Rock Island section. Near the end of the listing is where George
Elwood put the "scenery" pictures. A few of mine are from March 2013 and he may
have more.
At http://www.rrpicturearchives.net/ the easiest thing is to either search by location
(USA, Missouri, then city) but that could get tedious. I don't know what looking at the
Rock Island section would give you besides roster shots, etc. Or you could look by
author/contributor, choose my name, and see what I have posted. If the (rather small)
images are of something you can use, I'll be glad to try and send you the original, digital
image. If it will help the society, I'm all for it.
Glad to help, in other words!
Jon Spurlock
From: "j spurlock
Date: Sun, December 27, 2015 7:05 pm
To:
RITSlist@yahoogroups.com
Mr. Larkin,
First, thanks for preserving as much remaining Rock Island heritage as you can. Eldon
is indeed an ideal spot for Lake access, plus other amenities.
Second, as far as history, etc.: the first two issues of "Remember the Rock" had a twopart story on the St Louis-KC sub, with a number of good photos. I think the first article
covered the construction-to-shutdown period; the second, from, say, 1979 onward with
the post-shutdown vision to get the line revived.
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It may be on the RITS former site but somewhere there is an extant copy of a Trains
magazine five-page article about "Rock's Mountain Railroad", the St Louis sub.
Some anecdotal items: a number of folks around Belle, MO still recall riding the train
from the Summerfield area into "town"--Belle--back in the days. I didn't ask when, as it's
bad manners to ask a lady those kinds of things! Windsor, MO had a restaurant (briefly)
around 1994 called the "Katy-Rock" in honor of both railroads. The chef (owner?) hoped
he could stay there for a long time but that didn't happen.
Belle also had (has?) a restaurant called "The Depot" which has, or used to have,
several things relating to railroading in general and the RI in particular. Good chow, too:
try to stop there if you get a chance!
As of last Monday (12-21-15), most of the track is still in place between Owensville and
Beaufort. Some, clearly, has reverted to jungle-like conditions but other areas appear
ready for trains. This is also true of various sections between Eldon and Cole Camp.
Between Ionia and the end of track, so to speak, in Windsor, there are places you
wouldn't think a railroad had ever existed.
One other thing I wish I could have kept was a business card: back around 1998 or so, I
was browsing in the Columbia, MO mall at the hobby shop which used to be there
(Hobby Lobby, I think). A gentleman approached me and after we talked trains for a
while, he gave me a business card with the "Missouri Central" information. He stated he
was part of a group of folks very interested in getting the former Rock Island going
through central MO back in operation. There was already a lot of grass and other
vegetation around the visible areas near Rosebud and Gerald but a little MOW and
elbow grease, plus some good weed-whackers, could have solved that problem easily,
IMO!
That's all for this go around.
Jon Spurlock

ROCK ISLAND TRAIL ACROSS MISSOURI
Click here for a December 13, 2015 St Louis Post Dispatch article on the Rock Island
Trail.:
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/missouri-clears-the-path-for-acompanion-to-the-katy/article_2f9a9edf-c7f1-57e9-945a-840db9f2d6d9.html

Subject:

I have the following for the January 2016 issue of Rock Island Reporter

MORE DETAIL ON THE ROCK ISLAND TRAIL PROJECT

ROCK ISLAND REPORTER – JANUARY 2016
PAGE 21

From: "'Bill Molony'
Date: Thu, November 26, 2015 8:32 pm
To:
RITSlist@yahoogroups.com
http://www.kansascity.com/news/government-politics/article46394955.html

GERALD, MO DEPOT IN N SCALE
From: "Dale Rush" <rush@ecarthage.com>
Date: Tue, December 1, 2015 6:49 pm
To:
editor@rockislandreporter.com
Photo of N scale Gerald MO depot attached. This is a Blair Line laser cut kit.
Dale Rush

Photo by Dale Rush

OKLAHOMA
On Nov 11, 2015, at 3:06 PM, Dean Schirf <dsharrah@cox.net> wrote:
Tom am sending this present day grain elevator shot taking from downtown Enid Ok.,
looking north to give an idea how impressive these elevators are that dominate the Enid
Skyline....... they go along with the earlier pics I sent to you.
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Also thought I would include a pic of my models of a time gone by with the first
generation of RI Diesels started showing up in the original red, black and white barber
pole scheme (to me, the most attractive paint scheme ever applied to a freight diesel
locomotive.) Also, I am sure that some of the “ole guys” remember when cattle cars
were used a lot to transport beef to the meat packing facilities.
Thanks Tom,
Dean Schirf
Harrah, Ok
.

Two photos by Dean Schirf
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From: "Dean Schirf"
Date: Wed, November 11, 2015 3:05 pm
To:
"Tom" <tbrug@aol.com>
Tom, here [below] are 3 pictures of Rock Island in its last years in the Diamond Blue
(1975-1980) taken in Enid, Ok. Enid a city of 50,000, located on the Mid-Continent Line
between El Reno and Wichita, Ks., had two yards: one containing 10 tracks and one
containing 6 tracks. It also had a small roundhouse, a 22 car-capacity wash track for
wheat and coke loading along with two repair tracks, each with a capacity of 20 cars.
Enid is the largest grain storage center in the U.S., with no less than 10 grain elevators
topping out at 80 million bushels at its peak. During its heyday, it was a common site to
see long grain trains headed south out of Enid to the Gulf ports of Houston and
Galveston contributing a good deal of revenue to the bottom line of the CRI&P.
Dean Schirf, Harrah, Ok.
Following three photos by Dean Schirf

Three photos above by Dean Schirf
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TEXAS
FOR SALE: N SCALE SUBJECT: ROCK ISLAND CHICKASHA, OK
DEPOT KIT
From:
Date:
To:
Cc:

"Steve Goen"
Sat, October 31, 2015 7:54 pm
tbrug@aol.com
"David Engle" <RIRocket@att.net>

Tom and David,
If you would, please post the following in the Rock Island Reporter. Thanks!!!

For Sale:
Pre-assembled scale replicas of the Rock Island depot in Chickasha, Oklahoma. These
are ceramic, pre-painted, and come complete with lighting. Could be used as a
Christmas decoration, as a unique piece of collectable Rock Island history, or as a nice
N scale depot on any Rock Island layout. They measure approximately 9" long, by 4"
tall. Come complete with details like the ornate outside lights found on the actual
prototype.
I'm including photos of the depot along with what it looks like with some N scale Rock
Island equipment. As a modeler these would make an extremely nice core kit that would
really look exceptional with some weathering, dull coat on the roof, and by adding a few
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other details like express carts, train order signal, etc. There is even a place on the
depot's south wall made for a Rock Island logo and the addition of a Microscale decal at
this location makes it look pretty nice. The station name board is blank so that you can
either add the name CHICKASHA or your own town's name on your private N scale
pike.
The price of these Chickasha depot kits are $30.00 each and includes insurance and
shipping in a well-protected double box via US Priority Mail. I accept private checks
only.
Please note that supplies are very limited.
Send orders to:
Steve Goen
1519 Sweetbriar Drive
Wichita Falls, TX
76302-2911
If you have any questions you can email me at texaszephyr@sw.rr.com
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COVER SOUTHWESTERN RAILWAY JOURNAL JAN 1946
From: "walt parsons"
Date: Tue, December 1, 2015 8:59 pm
To:
"Tom Brugman" <editor@rockislandreporter.com>
Thought you may enjoy seeing this, attached below. Walt

Scan provided by Walt Parsons

WASHINGTON STATE
GP40 SILVIS REBUILD 3003 "GENERAL" SIEDENTOPF
From: "jeff worones"
Date: Fri, December 4, 2015 12:05 am
To:
"Tom Brugman" <editor@rockislandreporter.com>
Hi Tom,
I have a mystery that maybe your readership can help solve. Attached is a shot of Rock
Island GP40 rebuild 3003. Taken at Silvis on 2-20-1980 by Allen Rider. Now then, its
official release date (per Louis Marre's book) is 2-19-1980.
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Notice the name "General" Siedentopf below the cab. I have other shots dated 3-8-1980
and later that shows this locomotive to be nameless. To me, this means this named
version never left the confines of the shop complex.
My question, who is Siedentopf? A Silvis shop foreman (making this a tribute to a fellow
employee)? A Kansas City Terminal or FRA man (making this a sarcastic comment to a
hard-nosed individual)? Thanks!
Jeff
Jeff Worones
Seattle WA
[Anyone with an answer may contact Jeff Worones at: jworones@yahoo.com
Please copy us at: editor@rockislandreporter.com

Photo provided by Jeff Worones

6. ROCK ISLAND WANTED
KELLY YARD DRAWINGS
From: resheahan
Date: Fri, January 1, 2016 11:15 am
To:
RITSlist@yahoogroups.com
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Hey group.
Enjoying the discussion
Is anyone even selling any Rock Island system drawings? I would love to get a Kelly
Yard drawing. (the bigger one)
The Rock Island still lives in many of our hearts and minds.
Rob Sheahan: resheahan@sbcglobal.net
St Louis (formerly E Moline)

7. ROCK ISLAND BOOK LIST UPDATE
Latest Entries in Red.
Compiled by David J Engle – Kansas City, MO
The following is a list of books with major coverage of Rock Island. Additions and
corrections are definitely welcome. For books Out of Print (OP), check:
http://www.ronsbooks.com/, http://www.karensbooks.com/, http://www.railpub.com/,
http://www.bookfinder.com/, http://www.abebooks.com/, “www.goldenspikebooks.us”
http://www.shop411.com/shopping?o=7757&l=dir&qsrc=999&q=golden%20spike%20rai
lroad%20books&askid=2569799d-e47b-48bc-9df0-78b9883f33ed-0sf_msb&kv=sdb&qo=semQuery&ad=semD&am=broad&an=msn_s ,
http://www.biblio.com/bookstore/montanita-publishing-los-lunas .
SC; Soft Cover or paperback; H is Hard-bound; /with paper jacket. CY, Copyright. [H]
owned here.
Drury, George H.; “Guide to North American Steam Locomotives”, Revised Edition”;
Kalmbach Publishing Co., PO 1612, Milwaukee, WI”; 53187; 336 pages, CY 2015. RI
5105 on cover, page 5, 140-144. [H] RI 5105 on cover, 5024 on page 5, listings pg 140144
Mulina, Tim: Chicago Rock Island and Pacific E-6A locomotive; BHI Publications, PO
Box 45 Wellington Downs Dr. O’Fallon, MO 63366 CY 2004. Spiral. 50 pages.
$16.99+S&H
http://www.quickpicbooks.com/files/cripe6abook.html

Compiled by DJE-KCMO

Latest Entries in Red.

For a complete copy of Dave Engle’s Rock Island Book list, go to:
http://rockislandreporter.com
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8. OBITUARIES

Sharon Deckard
From: "David Engle" <rirocket@att.net>
Date: Mon, December 21, 2015 1:43 pm
To:
"Tom Brugman" <tbrug@aol.com>
She was a subscriber [to RIR]. Dave Engle
----- Forwarded Message ----Sent: Monday, December 21, 2015 12:38 PM
Subject: [Peoria Rails] Sharon Deckard
List,
One of our longtime members has passed away. Sharon R. Deckard was founder and
president of the Illinois Prairie Railroad Foundation. She also helped organize and hold
a "Peoria Rail Fair" on September 20-21, 2008.
Sharon Deckard Obituary - Peoria, Illinois per Legacy.com
“Sharon was born on January 6, 1942 and passed away on Tuesday, December 15,
2015. Sharon was a resident of Peoria, Illinois at the time of her passing. Cremation
rites have been accorded and a memorial service will be announced at a later date.
Memorials in her name may be given to Peoria Animal Welfare Shelter PAWS.”
DPJ
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ROCK ISLAND REPORTER
128 Whittier Circle, Falls Church, Virginia 22046
Thomas Brugman, publisher and editor
Email: editor@rockislandnewsletter.com

Coverage
The e-newsletter covers the history of the Rock Island Railroad in documents and
miniature. It is devoted to its readers – anyone and everyone who has interest in the
Rock Island.
This e-newsletter, resides on its website: http://rockislandreporter.com
Notices of publication are sent by email at least quarterly, and are free of charge to all
subscribers. Please contact me by e-mail to request your name be added to, or removed
from the emailed distribution notification list.

Advertising
If you have a new Rock Island product or related event, we will be happy to help promote
it.

Copyright notice
This newsletter is available free of charge, but the editor and publisher reserves the right
to control of any original material contained. However, anyone may quote bits of articles,
with attribution, under the fair use doctrine.

Comment
We hope you found this newsletter interesting and worthy of further issues. E-mail
comments suggesting improvements would be appreciated. Pats-on-the-back are also
appreciated.

Contributions accepted
It is our plan to maintain this e-newsletter as a free publication. However, rising costs for
programs to produce it, as well as the cost to maintain the website it resides on, may
change that sometime in the future. As a stop-gap measure we have decided to accept
contributions from our readers to defray some of the costs. Since we are not a non-profit
organization, contributions will not be tax deductible. Contributors should contact the
Editor at: editor@rockislandreporter.com.

Cancellation
If you do not wish to receive copies of this newsletter, or its notices of publication, we
will immediately remove you from the distribution list. Please e-mail us. This is a simple
newsletter and we are only concerned with the Rock Island RR. We do not participate in
any spam activities and will not share your e-mail address with outside parties.
Copyright © 2016 Rock Island Reporter, All rights reserved.

